
Minutes from OWNYL Meeting | March 05, 2012

Meeting called to order by President Josh Kaine at 7:38 PM. In attendance: Trevor LaForce, Secretary; 
Philippe MacDonald, Director of Events and Activities; Brian Wallin, Director of Policy; Christie Boyd, 
Member at Large; and Lauren Essiambre, Member at Large. This is the first meeting held at the Royal 
Oak (Centrepointe).

Agenda adopted informally; topics of T-shirts and fundraising stricken from agenda as Lisa and Behnoush 
were absent. Trevor leads discussion on website; the club is happy with the look, and interested 
members have been provided logins with which to add content. Future content also discussed. The 
possibility of a roundtable podcast was brought up; this could be done either as part of a meeting or via 
Skype. Trevor offers to produce, but there is, as yet, no hosting. Josh agrees to ask the Federal Riding 
Association, who is soon launching a new website, to get access to space on the server. 

Further to the Federal EDA’s new website, Phil, Brian, and Christie have offered to provide feedback on 
the prototype website. Trevor agrees to send out the info to everyone following distribution of the 
meeting. 

Ideas for future OWNYLtv videos are discussed: EDA updates, news bulletins, a policy challenge to drive 
generation of policy in Ottawa prior to Provincial OYL AGM, what being a Liberal means, and rebuilding 
videos all discussed. 

Josh takes the floor for a federal riding association update. The OAS & Pensions event is upcoming, 7:00 
PM Wednesday. Phillippe and Christie offer to assist with the setup. OWNFLA meetings will continue to 
be held the 1st Wednesday of every month.

The provincial EDA report involves a recap of the AGM, congratulations to incoming President Maria 
Ricci, and a discussion of difficulties with resolving wage issues with the teachers’ unions. OWNYL now 
has a voting member on the OWNPLA executive, and while no other members want to put themselves 
forward for open director positions, they are interested in becoming committee members as events 
unfold.

OWNYL agree to abandon the previous slate of events in order to refocus on social and attainable 
events; the first priority, it’s agreed, will be to organize a Liberal youth rebuilding event, ideally in 
cooperation with the other Young Liberal clubs in the city. Trevor proposes the creation of a Rebuilding 
Event Committee with Philippe at the head; Josh motions, Brian seconds, and the motion is carried 
unanimously. Under Phil on the REC will be Christie, Trevor, Josh, and Brian. There will be a meeting at 1 
PM Sunday, March 18th, 2012, again at the Royal Oak, to develop the idea further. Everyone is asked to 
come up with at least one question to pose to the attendees. 

Conversation turns again to recruitment; Christie rightly points out that without recruitment, the club 
won’t last past our aging out of OYL. Club discusses recruitment at Algonquin; Lauren has had experience 
with Algonquin College during previous elections and notes that the intensive 1-year programs, high 
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turnover rate of students, and lower political engagement makes Algonquin College a relatively hostile 
environment to recruitment. Club agrees to give more thought to that option and prioritize other 
methods of recruitment.

Trevor observes that while the youth membership lists are short or unavailable (Josh points out that 
most current federal youth membership list is from a year ago), the membership of both riding 
associations must have kids, neighbours, etc. who might be interested, and that we should go through 
the adult membership to reach youth. Josh will raise the question with the federal EDA, Trevor with the 
provincial. 

Christie suggests that we be more visible in the community, wearing shirts and giving a hard sell when 
we’re volunteering. Lauren suggests that she coordinate between Bob’s office and the club re: events 
that we can participate in to raise our visibility. Community newspapers will also be an option; when we 
run events, we can talk to EMC, etc. Christie, in the meantime, will write up a short blurb for the 
Briarvine (a community newsletter). We will also try to get a spot in the Algonquin College student 
paper. 

A couple of members will be attending the Friday night Young Liberal pub night and will be visible on 
behalf of OWNYL.

At the next provincial EDA meeting, Trevor and Lauren will look into a possible provincial budget for the 
club. This could aid in the creation of promotional materials, web and video, etc. 

We call out for policy suggestions, given that the OYL Provincial AGM is in the summer. Interested 
members will bring ideas for policy forward at the next meeting, which is scheduled for Monday, April 
2nd, 2012. 

Josh motions for the meeting to close. Trevor seconds, and the meeting is adjourned at 8:30. 

Minutes recorded by Trevor LaForce, Secretary
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